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The Nawab’s Diwan and 
Other Tamil Tales 


Written in 1879, Pratapa Mudaliar Charitramis 
the first novel in Tamil, the oldest of the Dravidian 
group of Indian languages. 

Veda Nayakam Pillai (1826-1889) of Maayooram 
(Mayiladuthurai of today) in Tiruchi district was 
born in a Christian family. He worked as munsif in 
various parts of the district. Pillai who was 
widely read in European literature was eager from 
his youthful days to introduce the novel in Tamil. 
The result was Pratapa Mudaliar Charitram 
which continues to be read and appreciated by 
Tamil speaking people to this day. 

In this Amar Chitra Katha, we have retold the 
fascinating story of Pratapa’s grandfather, followed 
by the story of his childhood friend Kanakan. The 
story of Pratapa has been retold in the companion 
Amar Chitra Katha Volume—The Adventures of 
Pratapan. 


See page 30 for QUIZ INDIA 


OUR NEXT RELEASE ON 


November 15, 1986 
Mahabharata_21 
ARJUNA IN INDRALOKA 


Over 360 titles now on sale 


i JAWAB'S DIWAN 


us 


ms = 
IT WAS ONE OF THOSE UNEVENTFUL EVENINGS AT THE MARKET-PLACE IN SATYAPUI 


SUDDENLY A HORSEMAN CAME AB IF IN A FRENZY. | 


HE HAS Lost 
CONTROL! 


BA TOWN IN THE NAWAB'S KINGDOM 


ra katha 


HE IS 
WRITHING 
IN PAIN. 


UUST THEN A MAN CAME TO THE 
MBRKET- PLACE. 


EKAMBARAM, 
we \_DON'T TOUCH 
i HIM. 


“IF YOU TOUCH HIM "1 
YOU WILL BE DEFILED. 
You WILL LOSE YOUR 


BUT HE SEEMS 
/{ TO BE IN DANGEROF 
| LOSING SOMETHING 
GREATER HIS LIFE- 


‘THE NAWAB'S DIWAN 


IF YOU DO, 
YOu WILL REGRET 
IT, EKAMBARAM, 


amar chitra katho. 


SOON THE FAKIR WAS ON HIS FEET. THANK OU. 
ee WHAT CAN | 
D0 FOR 4OU? 


ACCEPT SOME To HELP A FELLOW CERTAINLY TO HAVE ANY 
REWARD. HUMAN BEING IS REWARD YOU. REWARD. 


you Must THE OPPORTUNITY ALLAH WILL 1D NOT WisH 
REWARD ENOUGH. 


+ NOT EVEN 
FROM THE 
ALMIGHTY... 


THE NAWAB'S DIWAN 


SUCH INSOLENCE, AND THE FAKIR RODE AWAY, 
YOU BRAT! 


e 


THIS 1S ONLY THE 
ae BEGINNING OF 
A iy TROUBLES, 


THE OMINOUS WARNING SEEMED TO 
PROVE RIGHT. ONE DAY'— p= 


amar chitra katha 
EKAMBARAM WAS TAKEN 10 THE CAPITAL TAAND PRODUCED BEFORE THE NAWABL, 


THE NAWAB WAS NONE OTHER THAN THE FARE 
TO LEARN THE TRUE STATE OF AFFAIRS IN HIS 


P7468, Me LAND 1 owe ) 
my LIFE TOYOU. 


‘THE NAWAB'S DIWAN 


INEED THE SERVICES OFA EKAMBARAM. TOUCHED HIS.CHEEK WITH 
MAN LIKE 4OU. HIS HOND- 
WILL YOU BE mY 
YOu DO NOT 
oul LIKE my 
») OFFER? 
oo ES 
“el a 
hoe 
eI 


ry awe 
au i 


SOMETIMES WE 
HAVE To USE 
FORCE AGAIN- 

ST G00D 
MEN 700... 


Vf =--FOR THEY Do MoT 
KNOW WHAT’S coop 


DX FOR THEMSELVveEs. A 
4 


THUS EKAMBARAM MUDALIAR BECAME THE 

NAWAB'S DIWAN AND EARNED FAME FOR HIS 

HONEST, EFFICIENT AND SELFLESS SERVICE. 
7 
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AKAN FINDS A HOME 
if 


THE WOMAN COULD NOT BE GONSOLED. HER NEW-BORN INFANT HAD DIED. | 


HER HUSBAND SHANTALINGAM PILLAL 


HELPLESS. 


THIS CHILD 
HAS LOST HIS 
MOTHER. 


KANAKAN FINDS & HOME 


PULAI'S WIFE LOOKED AT THE INFANT. 


AND THE NEXT MOMENT — 


WD PILLAPG WIFE AT ONCE SUCKLED THE BABY. HIS. 
UNGER SATISFIED, THE BABY SNLUGGLED UP 70 HER. 


WHY DON'T You GIVE 
HIM TO US 2 WE WILL 
TAKE CARE OF HIM. 


amar chitra katha 


WELL, | WILL GIVE HIM 
TO YOU ON ONE 
CONDITION. 


PuLLAP LEFT TOWN WITH HIG WIFE AND 

CHILD THAT VERY NIGHT. 

TPON'T THINK THE CHILD )('1 DON’T CARE. 
Le 


WE SHALL CALL 
HIM _KANAKAN 


2) 


te 
“Vi 


KANAKAN FINDS A HOME 


BO Cope MPERED FROM VILLAGE TO VILLAGE, DONG | [--.AND FINALLY WHEN THE CHILD RANBRAN 
MD VOBS WHICH CAME HI WAY- WAS ABOUT EIGHT YEARS OLD THEY CAME 
To SATYAPURI.-. fi acs 


SIR, COULD You 
preAse aie me ) 
A voB-e 


ARE OU AN EDUCATED MAN? | NEED A 
TUTOR FOR MY EIGHT-YEAR-OLD SON, 
PRATAPAN- 
" m4 


SON, 
KANAKAN 700 IS 
EIGHT YEARS: 
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GOOD | THEN You 
TEACH BOTH THE 
BOYS TOGETHER. 


HOWEVER, PRATAPAN’S GRAND- 
MOTHER LAID DOWN SOME 
ONS 


READING ALOUD WILL TIRE 


‘ALSO, IF PRATAPAN 
MAKES A MISTAKE, 
DON’T PUNISH Him. 


INSTEAD PUNISH KANAKAN. 


PRATAPAN WILL GET THE cowoimiows ar'8eL- BU Me WA NO OFT 


[PILLAI DIDN'T NATURALLY LIKE THE 


leur 70 ACCEPT. 
KANAKAN, WHY DID OU, 
STOP READING ?. READ 
AGAIN AND AGAIN TILL, 
PRATAPAN HAS LEARNT 
THE LESSON. | SHALL. 
BEAT 4OU IF ¢OU 
STOP. 


KANAKAN FINDS A HOME 


FOR NO FAULT OF HIS. WHEN PRATAPAN'S MOTHER FIRST 


150 ONE AFTERNOON, SHE CALLED BOTH PRATAPAN| 
VND KANAKAN FOR LUNCH. 


ALL RIGHT, EAT 
YOUR FOOD. 


BUT, 

MOTHER, YOu 

HAVEN'T GIVEN 
‘ME ANY 
FOOD. 


YOU DON'T 
NEED 10 EAT. 


PLEASE, 
MOTHER, 1 
AM HUNGRY, 


THEN JUST KEEP LOOKING 
AT KANBKAN AS HE EATS. 


THAT 1S NOT 
GOING TO FILL 
MY BELLY. 


amar chitra katha. 


JF 4OUR MISTAKES ARE 
CORRECTED BY KANAKAN 
BEING PUNISHED “THEN HE 
ALONE NEEDS TO EAT 
WHEN 4OU FEEL 
HUNGRY. 


| PRATAPAN HUNG His HEAD WN SHAME. 


SON, YOU SHOULD LEARN 
JO LOVE KANAKAN LIKE. 
YOUR BROTHER. 


PRATAPAN AND KANAKAN GREW 
UP AS GOOD FRIENDS. ONCE THEY 


CAN YOU Do WITH YouR EYES: you BET 
OPEN WHAT I cAN WITH MY can! 


ALL RIGHT! 


se1 WILL THROW IT 
‘ON MY FACE... 


CLOSED, 


+ WITH MY EYES, 


NOW, YOU DO THAT 
WITH YOUR Eves 
OPEN. 


you LOSE youR 
>} AC BET THEN. 
peieerreessy Stee 


PD RATHER LOSE MY 
BET THAN LOSE MY 
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KANAKAN MEETS OTHE) | 2 sei 27 worcrmemanecs ne 
GOVERNOR 


ae 


ONCE THE GOVERNOR CAMPED NEAR SATYAPURI. 


WHILE RETURNING TO THE CAMP IN THE EVENING HE LOST HiS WAY. 


ARE YOU SURE 
THIS ROAD Goes 
To our came? 


THE BOY THEY SPOKE 7O WAS KANAKAN- 
CouLD 4ou TAKE US.) 


TO THE Governor's ), 


KANAKAN MEETS THE GOVERNOR 


so— 


Ld coins To THE 
EA covernor's 
\ camer 


‘SIR, HOW DOES 
ONE RECOGNIZE 
THE GOVERNOR ? 


WHEN THE 
GOVERNOR 
APPEARS, 
EVERYONE, 
PRESENT 
REMOVES. 
HIS HAT AS 
A MARK OF 
RESPECT... 


amar chitra katha 


ere 


WE HAVE 


| KNOW 
1AM NOT 


THE 
GOVERNOR. 


Ta} & 
| | PLEASED WITH KANAKAN’S READY WIT 
THE GOVERNOR REWARDED HIM HANDSOMELY: 


18 
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LHAVE THE 
‘STRONGEST AND 
FIERCEST 
HORSE OF THE 
THREE 


IT FRIGHTENED 


YOUR HORSES INTO 
RUNNING FASTER, 
DIDN'T IT 2 


1 fi wet Have 
THE SECOND. 


amar chitra hatha: 


KANAKAN FINDS HIS PASTS F 


A FEW DAYS LATER — 


UNANAM , KANAKAN NATURALLY, 
SEEMS TO BE HIS. FATHER, 
WORRIED. 


BUT Now, 
HE HAS 
RECOVERED. 


KANAKAN FINDS HIS PARENTS 
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WHO 1S THIS BOY 2 


HE IS KANAKAN, 


ine conor. 
Go) cnavtauincem 3a 
“4 PILLAI. 


Baa. 


PRATAPAN TOLD THE SPNGAS) ALL 
HE KNEW ABOUT KANAKPN. 


LATER — 


PRATAPAN, WHY DID 
YOU SHOUT FOR HELP? 
WHY DIDN'T You 
“LET ME DIE © 


HAD YOU DIED, How u | DON'T KNOW 
WOULD WE HAVE PSiFRTHERT WHO My 
FACED YOUR " FATHER 15! 
FATHER © 1 DON’T HAVE r ! 

: A FATHER. ‘ 


ee 


i 


KANAKAN FINDS HIS PARENTS 


P/tou Are shockeD. 50 was 

| UWHEN THE man i Look 

UPON AS MY FATHER TOLD 
ME WHEN HE WAS ILL. 


KANAKAN BROKE INTO TEARS. 


CAN ANYONE BE MORE 

UNFORTUNATE THAN THE ONE. 

WHO DOES NOT KNOW WHO 
HIS PARENTS ARE & 


PRATAPAN AND JNANAM TRIED THEIR BEST 
TO CONSOLE THEIR. FRIEND 


AND_TO THINK THAT 
THERE ARE PARENTS. 
WHO ABANDON THEIR 


OWN CHILD @ | 


KANAKAN , YOu" 
WILL CERTAINLY 
FIND YOUR PARENTS. 

HAVE FAITH. 


amar chitra kath 
[irawibave caren) a Peneny came 70 7He Mabie Wirt A LARGE RETINE. 


KANAKAN FINDS HIS PARENTS 
TER DEVARAJA PILLAI TOLD HIS STORY, 


WHEN | WAS AWAY ON A PILGRIMAGE 

WITH MY WIFE, MY YOUNGER BROTHER 

SENT ME A MESSAGE STATING THAT 
OUR ONLY CHILD HAD DIED. 


ESS , 
be ih q 
“THEN, RECENTLY, WHEN MY BROTHER 
Pee enn ne no aoraes 
pee eo, BIED | FOUND A LETTER ADDRESSED 


ALONG TIME To GET 
OVER THE SHOCK. 


IN THE LETTER HE HAS 

CONFESSED THAT HE: 

HAD M4 SON KILLED SO] |} ig WE WEPT AGAIN 

THAT HE COULD SUCCEED la 5 FOR OUR MURDER- 
ME ON M4 DEATH. ED CHILD... 


amar chitra katha, 


A FEW DAYS BACK THIS SANYASI 
CAME TO OUR HOUSE. IMAGINE 
OUR SURPRISE WHEN HE 
TOLD US THAT OUR CHILD 
WAS ALIVE! 


TWAS INSTRUCTED TO KILL 

THE CHILD. BUT | COULD 
NOT CARRY OUT MY 
MASTER'S CRUEL, 


“60 | GAVE THE CHILD ‘ 
To SHANTALINGAM 


PILLAI.» 


sesAND LEFT 
THE VILLAGE - 


WHEN | HEARD THE 

NEWS OF MY MASTER 

DEATH | WANTED 70 

INFORM THE RAJA 

THAT HIS. CHILD 
WAS ALIVE. 


KANAKAN FINDS HIS PARENTS 


BUT | DID NOT KNOW WHERE. . 
FOR | HAD LOST TRACK OF 
SHANTALINGAM PILLAI. 


A FEW DAYS BACK 

I RESCUED A BOY FROM 

DROWNING. FROM HIS BIRTH 

MARK | KNEW THAT HE WAS 
THE RAuA's SON. 


AIR PILLAR a TOU] ae Geaterac 10 You,40u sook 
a) parc or our ie cae | 
ae ‘ PARENTS: PLEASE COME 
AND LE WITH KANAKAN 

AND US AT ADOOR. 


50 KANAKAN, YOU 
HAVE FOUND’ 
YOUR PARENTS. 


Don'T cRY, 
KANAKAN. WE WILL 
KEEP IN Touch 
WITH You. 


GIVE THE NAME OF THE 
Io. ASSIC- WRITTEN. BY THE 


FOLLOWING PERSONS. 


THUS CAME INTO BEING THE FIRST 
STANZA EVER. AS 1T AROSE FRO HS 
"GHOKR"OR GRIEF HE CALLED (T “SHLOKME 


INDIA-3 


Compiled by: Shobha Rao. 


WHO ARE HIS PARENTS? 


AND BABHRUVAHANA SAT NEXT 


TO HIS PARENTS, 


GLADLY SHALL 
| SERVE HIM, 
FATHER. | MUST 


INDEED! NO! YOu A BEAUTIFUL 
PRINCESS, TO SERVE THAT BLIND 
OLD SAGE? 


WHAT IS THE MAJOR MISTAKE 
7 IN THIS ILLUSTRATION ? 


entry must be accompanied with 
joupon given on this page. 

first 50 all-correct entries received in 

roffice will each receive 2 titles of Amar 

hitra Katha, 2 

yery correct entry will receive a green 
vate. Fs 
one-etror entry will receive a blue 
cate, 

y participant who collects three green 
'six blue certificates till June 1987 will 
eive a free subscription of Amar Chitra 
tha for six months. 

i participant who collects four green or 
ght or more blue certificates till June 

087 will receive a free subscription of 
mar Chitra Katha for.one year. 

W participant sending in five or more all 

entries till June 1987 will be 

led acash prize of Rs. 5,000/-.lfthere 

smore than one claimant the prize will be 

aly distributed among those who have 
five or more all-correct entries. — 

do not receive five all-correct entries 

om anyone till June 1987, the prize will 

jstributed among those who have sent 

four all-correct entries. 2 
.cision of the judges will be final and 


quote 
se of 


9. 
claiming your prize you mil 
ference number given at the 


If you are 
fourteen 
and over 


We have now a very 
special magazine for 
the very special 
years ahead. 


PARTHA 


THE SELF-DEVELOPMENT MAGAZINE 
To help you discover yourself 
and the world the fun way. 
A magazine full of exciting 
things to do, to learn and to 
become, devised and edited, 
by your own Uncle Pai. 


HIGHLIGHTS OF 
NOVEMBER ISSUE 


Do you get,the blues? 
Design your career. 
The concept of Avatara - R.G.K. 
The Face of Space 
How to make decisions - 
Sharu Rangnekar 
Looking for Excellence - M.V. Kamath 


Price Rs.4|- Annual subscription Rs.48/ 
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